
Biographical Sketch
Elsa M. Soto (she/her/ella) is the Director of Equity and Inclusion in
Engineering Program at UIC College of Engineering (COE). She is
also a second-year doctoral student at the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign, pursuing an EdD in Education Policy,
Organization, and Leadership, with a concentration in Diversity and
Equity in Education. Her research interests include gender equity in
engineering and the sense of belonging and self-efficacy of women of
color in STEM. Elsa is a UIC alumna and has served the UIC
community as a working professional for over 17 years. She is a
first-generation American and college student, a native of Chicago,
and daughter of Mexican immigrants.


